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the Diary shows, although only partly. Can
any one believe that the Queen did not appreciate
the efforts of the Prince (and the Princess) to
replace her by discharging the " ceremonial duties "
for which, in Disraeli's words, she was " physically
incompetent" ? To put it plainly, from his
marriage in 1863 until the Queen's death in 1901
the Monarchical situation was saved over and
over again by the activities of the Prince of Wales
and the fascination of his consort.
We were told that the Prince had often wished
to find relief in politics from the " sentry-go " of
exhibition openings, hospital foundation-layings,
and the like ; and a writer who on some previous
occasions had not laid himself open to the charge
of flattery sagaciously remarked :
From time to time the Prince struggled against
the soul-deadening routine of his Royal existence,
but when he ventured to make a way for himself
he was politely but firmly thrust back. The
visit to India was one welcome break in the
dreary round, and his appointment as one of the
Royal Commissioners on the Housing of the Poor
was another. How on earth her Maj esty5s Ministers
ever mustered up courage sufficient to permit
the Heir-Apparent to touch, be it only with so\
much as one of his finger-tips, the responsible
duties and burdens of citizenship remains to this
day a mystery. Mr. Gladstone was then Prime
Minister, which may account for it, and it deserves
to be noted as a welcome and bold innovation,
which, if it had been followed up, might have
redeemed everything. Unfortunately, it was not
followed up. The Prince attended afi the sittings,